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) “MTaercr BO BCex YacTAX cBeTa, Mbi 
a eMCA, UTO YCHO HAaWMX YATaTe Ten 

HenpecTaHHo YBeHYKBATbCA i 
ecre c Tem OyyeT pacTH Mu. yrayo- 
Thea wen, 
KUT, 100 MUp MoKe7 ObITh OcyuyecT- 
CH TONBKO TOrMa, KOraa NpocBewenHoe 

) *10ReyecrBo oTOpocuT Te cyeBepHA, 
WOTOpEIA pashenAloT ero Ha rocyfapceTBa 

PonHocTeH HM OO'eQMHUTCA 'B OHO 
Uiee OpaTcTBo. 

Mer ray6oKo BepHM,.4TO Bona yiineT 
POnacrh npeqaHH WM uyen HOBaro 00’- 
« iHeHHaro WenoRedecTBa OyfeT Toctioy- 
OBaTL Hay MHpOM. 

OTpynHuKn Peace News w MX eqHHO- 
NiGHHHKH LUT BaM CBol OpaTcKuit 


liner B Bac OTKIMK. 


the appointment of Field- 
Marshal ‘Montgomery as 
manent military chairman of 

’ Five Power Alliance (some- 

; known ‘as “ Western 
He 

lust. occasionally be an em- 
arrassment to his less simple- 
inded colleagues. :.’' Not since 


“ims and ideals of militarism 
en quite so naively expressed 


COMMENTARY 
: baccarat 
| BRUCE ODSPUR 


88 they were by Montgomery at 
hi Press-conference last week, 
dunching the new recruiting- 
tive, 
ike | ‘Mussolini, ery 
philosophy ’’’ . militarism. 
t ether that is quite the right word 
% something not thought, but: felt, 
May |be ‘disputed; but of its all- 
emt racing character there cannot. be 
Ry doubt.’ I, feel,” he ‘said, “ that 
Ne philosophy is that the boy or man 
his country, having started in the 
§ my cadets, graduates to / National 
#eovice, then to the Territorial Army, 
Ren, to Civil Defence, and ultimately 
ithe Home Guard.” | 
He sketched the life-history of the 
YPical Recruit, from the happy day 
ten he enters the Army Cadets at 
/until “finally he dies, and is 
L led in’ Lincoln ‘Cemetery.”. Why 
tncoln should be singled out for this 
Culiar honour is not fully explained 
Perhaps because ,it is a pacifist 
nghold?), nor are we told whether 
War Office is to issue khaki 
ddling-clothés and ‘shrouds: but 
Roky. rate it is clear that the Typical 
my cruit is. a lucky one. 
Rey at Lincoln—not 
nhem, 


he World, the Flesh... 


ND meanwhile he will have “seen 


© world”: 
ay en be, becomes’ 18 he is called up 
att ational |\Service,. ang he does his 
onal Service partly) in ‘this country 
+ Within limits, overseas, He cannot 
rman oy erseas at present... He can go to 
“and any, Austria, Trieste, Malta, Gibraltar, 
Wwe Probably later on to North Africa, and 
as 7. €XDloring whether. we can send him 
8s Cyprus.. It depends om the ship- 


Flanders or 


‘on’ the’ “shipping.” 


(Continued: on page eight.) 


KoTopow Peace News | 


War AND Tyranny or Peace AND Democracy | 


THIS IS YOUR CHOICE 


ROM Parliament, pulpit and press, we are told that the West must 
choose between preparation for war and submission to Communist 


MUBeT WH HapewTcnA 4TO Halll KYPHAN | 


Montgomery has | 


He comes to.. 


_ dictatorship. 


This is mot true. The choice to-day is between war | 


and Communism, on the one hand; peace and democracy on the other. 


‘War is the parent of Communism. 


It was war. that carried 


the Communists to power in Russia in 1917, and in Eastern 
Europe in 1945. ‘Communism thrives upon chaos and shortage; 
it thrives upon the unlimited hatred and violence engineered 


everywhere in war-time. 

You cannot defeat tyranny 
by war; you only enthrone it 
more securely. That is why 
pacifists: call on the people. of 
Europe: and America to re- 


nounce war once and for all, . 


and to uphold their freedom by 
methods which dignify, instead 
of degrading, those who use 
them. 


NO EASY WAY 


Pacifists do not claim that 
theirs is an easy way. In every 
country in the world their own 
members have suffered imprisonment, 
in ‘some countries torture and execu- 
‘tion; rather than, surrender to,' the 
demands of militarists, and’ dictators. 


LUNA-CY | 


They do: claim that ‘theirs is the only 
way, to stem the vast tide of hatred 
and destruction which is sweeping 
the world towards, death. 


UNCONQUERABLE 


A people who refused to acquiesce 
in the masstmurder of millions: 6 
their fellow men, women and children 
would ‘have ‘nothing to fear ‘from 
tyranny. Capable of resisting the im- 
moral’ demands of their own Govern- 
ment, they would’ be ‘capable’ of 
resisting: those of any other. No in- 
vader on earth could prevail against 
such a people. 


A’ pacifist nation would be. dis- 
armed; it would not be undefended. 
There are other, means of overcoming: 
evil than bayonets,. atom-bombs and 
germs: the ‘means employed by 
Christians in the days of the Roman 
Empire; by Gandhi and his followers 
in India; by the. pacifists of Norway, 
Denmark and Holland during. the 
Nazi Occupation. 


For pacifism, does not mean “ peace 
at) any price,’”’.a passive submission to 


| “Well it’s so nice when I stop!” 
Cartoon by Mays 


slavery; nor does it mean “appease- 
ment,’ the abandonment ‘of’ others’ to 
a fate’ we’ would. shirk ourselves. 
Pacifism stands for the: first prin- 
ciple’ of democracy: the: right of 
every man and) woman to speak and 
act according” to’ his conscience; the 
incessant endeayour to express | this’ 
principle more fully. in the economic, 
social and: political ordering of society. 
The. pacifist is failing in ‘his duty 
if he does not strive every day so to 
transform his own life and the struc- 
ture of the society to which he bes | 
longs that they no) longer depend on 
the impoverishment of other peoples,; 
by colonial éxploitation or competi- 
tive export drives, but. instead afford 
to évery man the greatest possible 
opportunity. for satisfaction in his 
work and the exercise of individual 
responsibility. 


. THE RISKS 


If you are willing to risk destrue- 
tion rather than surrender to tyranny ;/ 
if you are willing to die for democ-. 
racy rather, than sell. your children 
into. slavery, then you have nothing 
to fear from adopting the pacifist al” 
ternative. , You may actually have 
less' to’ fear. If war breaks out be- 
tween Russia and America, nothing is 
likely to remain of all our crowded 
cities, but radio-active ruins;)an wn- 
armed Britain and America. might) 
never tempt an aggressor. 

This is the real 
choice. of the West. 
But .it is also. the 
choice of every single 
man’ and . woman 
the West—your 
choice. Af you sign 
the Pledge’ ‘to \“re- 
nounce war and neyer 
support or ‘sanction 
another,” you become 
one link in a world-) 
wide fellowship, the 
War Resisters’ Inter- 
national: and that, 
‘fellowship is just as_ 
necessary 
comes as 
ayerted. Nin 
IF WAR COMES 

If war comes and 
the. West is victorious, 
only: a. body of. men 
and women resolute © 
to. keep alive’ the. 
spirit) of | human |” 
brotherhood can pre- 
vent: a, peace ‘being 

. Imposed which’ will 
make nonsense of all 
the ideals for ‘which © 
the ‘war was said to’ 
be fought: such. a 
peace as twice \already 
this century has sown ° 
the seeds of further’ 
wars, revolutions and ’ 
tyrannies. 

If war. comes and 
the East is victorious): 
only a. body of men | 


be able to give the ’ 
‘lead to a’ resistance 
» capable. of eventually 
re-establishing «0 u Yr ~ 
ideals, and converting © 
a world.- dictatorship 
. into a. ‘world-com- 
munity. - ase 


im) 


pares 


, 


,office (of the PPU) was one which 


Tey 
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POINTERS | 


UR standards in human relations, 

as nations and as individuals, 
are slipping lower and lower. The 
spirit of democracy is not as strong 
or powerful as it must become if free 
democracy is to survive. It is the 
willingness of the peoples through 
their goyernments to follow out the 
concepts of their spiritual common 
sense that will determine the suc- 
cess or failure of our efforts.—Sir 
Stafford Cripps speaking in Wash- 
ington (Reuter). 


We urge the ordinary men and 
women, the fathers, mothers, grand- 
parents, sweethearts, in all the 
Churches to look frankly and un- 
shrinkingly at the facts regarding 
venereal disease and allied matters 
associated with Axmy life in general 
and an occupation force in particular. 
—The Friend, October 1, 1948. 


Dr. J. W. C. Wand, the Bishop of London, 
said at Wolverhampton yesterday that this 
country was losing its nerve as a result of 
tiredness because of the struggles of the’ war 
years. The Church today was dealing with 
agnostics of the 
People whose parents 
nolds News, Oct. 3, 


second generation—young 
had no religion.—Rey- 
1948. 


; ! 
In response to the hundred US 


ministers who asked for a day of 
mourning among the churches in pro- 
test against the introduction of peace- 
time military conscription in 
America, fifteen other US ministers, 
who designate themselves fundamen- 
talists, requested that the House 
Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties investigate these hundred 
preachers for “wumndermining our 
national security.” 


A complicated but carefully thought-out 
organisation” for the purchase and delivery of 
aircraft for the Jewish Air Force exists. 
Operated by two former world war pilots— 
Jewish and Christian—the organisation has 
its headquarters in Paris.—News Chronicle, 
Oct. 5, 1948. 


Instructions have been given by the 
newly formed Civil Defence Joint 
Planning Committee to all Civil De- 
fence regions in Britain to cease de- 
molishing air-raid surface shelters 
and structures and to bring the sirens 
into working order again.—Sunday 
Dispatch, October 3, 1948. 


@ The Swiss Federal Political Department has 
ordered that no official confirmation or denial 
shall he given to reports circulating in Swit- 
zerland yesterday that heavy explasions from 
Russia’ which could have heen atom hombs, 
were recorded by the Meteorological Office in 
Zurich.—Daily Herald, Oct. 5, 1948. 


The Nobel Peace Committte have 
proposed Count Bernadotte for the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

Commenting on Daily Express criticism of 


Montgomery's appointment as Western Union 
C.-in-C., the New York Daily News writes 


ee = a 


HIS year CO Week will be 

from Oct. 16 to 23. The 

Central Board for Conscientious 

Objectors has so far been noti- 

fied of the following meetings 

which ‘have been organised 
within that period. 
Oct. 16 

LEEDS: Friends Mesting House, 3.30 p-m. 
Business Meeting followed by tea and en- 
tertainment. 

7.0 p.m. Open Meeting. 
Brockway. Chairman: Counc. 
Jones. 

WALTHAMSTOW: Friends Hall, Greenleaf 
Road, Social, evenjng. Speaker: Dennis 
Hayes. Chairman: Ald. E. C. Redhead, J.P. 

Oct. 20 


EDMONTON: Church Parlour, Independent 
Church, Knights Lane, Fore Street, at 8 
p.m. Speaker: Albert E. Tomlinson. 

SHEFFIELD: Speaker: Fenner Brockway. 


Speaker: Fenner 
W..Maldwyn 


Oct. 22 
FOREST GATE: Barclay Hall, Green Street, 
E.7. Speaker: John P. Fletcher. 


Other meetings will be held during the 
week in Central London, Kingston-on-Thames. j 
Speaker: Albert E. Tomlinson, and Notting- 
ham. 


‘Each meeting will give an oppor- 
tunity for COs of World Wars I and 
II to meet the young COs of today 
who are now facing Tribunals and 
Magistrates’ Courts as a result of 
existing arrangements for conscrip- 
tion under the National Service Acts. 


POST-WAR TO PRE-WAR 


During recent years, writes Albert 
Tomlinson, CBCO Secretary, the} 
Central Board has had to adjust its 
outlook several times to keep pace 
with changing conditions. After the 
end of the war it was felt that its 
services might not be required for 
very much longer; then it was recog- | 
nised that an advisory service would 
have to be kept in existence to help 
the young COs coming forward under 
the “ peace-time ” arrangements; now | 
it would appear that what had been 
regarded as a “ post-war” situation 
has changed into something ap- 
proaching a “pre-war” situation. 
The Board’s organisation Yas sur- 
vived these changes of emphasis 
virtually intact and is just as capable 
now as at any time in its ten years 
existence, of giving expert and ready 
advice on any CO problem. 

The Central Board is probably one 
of the most effective pieces. of 


IONA COMMUNITY NOW HAS 


“Lord Beaverbrook says that an ‘ American 
genera] of the calibre of Eisenhower’ should 
have the jab. 
“To which the 
would be, we would say—‘ Now, now, your 
Lordship, don’t he in such a hurry. We aren’t 
officially in on this Western Europe set-up 
yet. Better zive our internationalists, Europe- 
lovers, world savers, and sp on 2 little time 
to condition American to the notinn of going 
into a third European war, which on past 
performances, these bozos will be able to da, 
wet not overnight.—Daily Express, Oct. 5, 


correct American reply 


TEN YEARS AGO 


From Peace News, October 8, 1938 


During the crisis, among the many 
telegrams which were received at the 


10,000 SUPPORTERS 


TPPHE Rev. Douglas Trotter described 

the work of the Iona Community 
in the first of a series of talks on | 
various communities given at the) 
Friends International Centre on /| 
October 1. 

The Iona Community was started 
by a group of Tyne-side Presbyterian 
Ministers during the slump. Each 
summer for three months thirty 
ministars and twelve craftsmen go to 
Iona. “They all divide their time be- 
tween manual work on the restoration 
of the Abbey and prayer and discus- } 
sion. ~ 
During these discussions they pre- 


read “How do pacifists act if war 
occurs?” The sender had paid siz- 
pence for a reply! 

I suppose he was right in thinking 
that the PPU ought to have a cut 
and dried policy to meet the situation. 
Whether he was justified or not I 
leave you, to judge from the terms 
of the reply (which exceeded the al- 
lowance by one penny!): “ Honour 
pledge, resist conscription, demand 
conference.” 

—-Stuart Morris, 


+ * * 
When the Irish Anti-War Crusade 


tried to dispatch their telegram to 
Mr. de Valera, who was in Geneva 


‘as president of the League of Nations" 


Assembly, they found all wires were 
held up., While in this predicament, 


however, they received an offer of 


Government assistance (reports the 


| War Resisters’ International), and 


the telegram was dispatched or the. 
private wire of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 


pare thmselves for the nine months 
on, the mainland, when they go out in 
twos and threes to various parishes 
and try to help the resident ministers 
and congregations to realise’ the aims 
of the Iona Community. 

These ministers realise that the 
orthodox Christian analysis of life is 
of little interest to the apathetic ag- 
nostic of a verv poor working class 
community. They feel that their 
message should speak to the whole 
man—body and soul. 

They base the idea of their com- 
munity on two Christian conceptions: 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
and the Incarnation. f 

The bread and. wine of the Com- 
munion Service compose the spiritual 
food of man, but bread and wine are 
also the physical food of man. 

Likewise with +the Incarnation. 
God came and lived with us in our 
flesh. Thus making the flesh holy. 

There are 150 associate ministers, 
300 women helpers and 10.000 Friends 
who largely supzort the venture 
financially. 

P.O.F. 


— —— > 


HOME NEWS 


Old and young will meet 
during C. 


O. -week 


machinery which the CO movement 
ever devised for a specialised job of 
work. The movement cannot afford, 
for either general or personal reasons, 
to let this piece of machinery rust at 
this critical time. Money will, of 
course, help in some measure to keep 
the organisation running smoothly, 
but what matters more is that all 
over the country men and women will 
be prepared to give of their time to 
the advisory work of the Board and 
the consequent fellowship with kin- 
dred spirits. 

CO Fellowship Week and the meet- 
ings arranged in connection with it 
give an opportunity to take stock of 
the movement’s position. Should the 
international situation deteriorate 
still further the Board hopes to be 
able to face any d¢hallenge undis- 
mayed while, paradoxically enough, 
hoping even more strongly that the 
day may soon come when conscription 
will be ended and the Board’s services 
no longer required. 


LOW’S CARTOON 
CONDEMNED AT 
GANDHI MEETING 


HORACE ALEXANDER, recently 

returned from India,, spoke on 
Hyderabad at a Gandhi Birthday 
meeting, organised by the_ India 
League, on October 2, in Friends 
House, London. 

He said that as Gandhi had so often 
dealt with controversial topics'at his 
prayer meetings he felt comment was 
justified. He strictured Low on a 
cartoon in which the Mahatma was 
depicted behind an armoured car ad- 
vancing on Hyderabad saying “not 
that way my son.” “ Does Low,” he 
asked, “know more of the mind of 
Gandhi than his closest friend 
Nehru?” He gave it as his opinion 
that had Gandhi been alive he would 
have approved the action. “Gandhi 
said it was better to be a soldier than 
a coward. And to those who say 
India should have been patient, I say 
she has been very patient.” 

He described the thanksgiving 
service in Delhi when 20,000 Hindus 
and Muslims .gave thanks together 
for the victory in Hyderabad and the 
peace it would bring to India. 

Agatha Harrison suggested that as 
a practical tribute to Gandhi the 
High Commissioner ought to get 
some of the most inspired sayings of 
the Mahatma translated into French 
and circulated among the delegates 
ther sitting in Paris. 

The High Commissioner was the 
last speaker. He declared that “ the 
assasination of Gandhi was the per- 
sonal responsibility of each of us, 


that we can only atone for it by lives 
dedicated to his principles.” 


J, 


QUESTION BOX — 


a STOP air attacks at source— 
Tedder’s policy,’ was 4 
recent headline in the News: 
Chronicle above a statement of 
Marshal of the RAF Lord 
Tedder that “the most effective 
defence against air attack was to 
step it at its source.” : 
Did he realise that members of 


the Peace Pledge Union im 
Britain, and of the War Re- 
sisters’ International in other 


countries, are trying to do just 


that by calling on their fellow} 


citizens to “ renounce war and re- 
fuse to support or sanction al- 
other?” 

Did Mr. Shinwell a few days 
later assume that the Air Mar- 
shal’s words needed endorsing 
and send this call out to members 
of the PPU in the following pas- 
sage from his speech at Fulham: 
“T beseech everyone of you: 
whatever your political opiniows, 
to work with might and main 
promote amity and concord 
among the peoples of the world? 


Welsh Nationalists 
oppose Military Service 


WHE following resolutions wel! 
passed at the Annual Conferen® 

of the Welsh Nationalist Partyr 
Plaid Cymru, recenily. fi 
the 


Military Conscription: That in view of ‘att 
nationa] opposition to Military Conscripit, 
revealed by the vote of the Welsh Membey. 
of Parliament in the House of Comme%g) 
this Conference strongly protests , agal@y) 
the imposition of the Comscription Bor 
upon the people of Wales by the ‘Lone 
Government, and calls for the immedian 
deletion of this Act, so far as Wale 
concerned. Meanwhile we promise mor 
and practical support to all who ref 
military service under the Act on nation 
grounds, j 


The Land of Wales: That this Conferente 
again :declares its unwavering oppositioD 
the seizure of an inch of Welsh Jand by @) 
War Office’ for the purpose of military 
training or for any: other purpose inco? 


sistent with the traditions. of the Weise 


nation. 


A.P.F. Increase Membership 


The Anglican Pacifist Fellowshi? 
has obtainal 88 new members during 
the year 1947-8. Membership noW 
numbers 2,233, including 3538 clergy 
and 9 deaconesses; they adhere to the 
following declaration: 


“We, Communicant members of a 
Church .of England, or of a Church in 10 
Communion with it, believing that out 
membership of the Christian Church ™ 
volves the complete repudiation of modell 
war, pledge’ ourselves to renounce war 4! 
all preparation to wage war, and to wo! 
for the construction of Christian peace 
the world.” 


Aylesbury PPU Group Organise © 
‘UNAC Appeal 


- Stuart Morris spoke on “ Conditions in Ge 
many Today” at an Aylesbury meeting withi2. 
a short time of his return to England f10™ 
that country. 


The meeting was arranged by the Aylen 
bury PPU group to raise funds for the U ae 
appeal. and held in the Assembly Room of 
Bull Hotel (by kind permission of Mr. Smite 
ne chair was taken by the Mayor of Ay! 

ury. 


WORLD DISTRESS — 
—THE REMEDY 


AS stories of violence come almost every day from all parts of 
+™% the world and statesmen seem quite unable to bring assured 
peace to the human race, the lot of the nations becomes ever more 
unhappy, and many are wondering how long it will be before the 
terrors and destruction of atomic warfare are launched upon 
mankind. Is there no hope? For many years men have largely 
ignored the Creator and their present evil plight is a direct result 
of_such godlessness. In fact the existing distress was specifically 
foretold by Jesus himself in his discourse ow the Mount of Olives 
recorded in Luke chapter twenty-one. The Bible tells of the Divine 
remedy for human woe in the personal return of Jesus to rule the 
Send the coupon below for a free copy of @ 
helpful booklet on the subject, “ God’s. Remedy for a World i 


earth in justice. 


Distress.” . 


mevesnspecaeneeusenqansennanceccuaamnaparennsensentens 20 ee 


To Mr. F. E. Mitchell, 70, Greyhound Lane, London, S.W.16. 
Please send free of any obligation a copy of the booklet 
GOD’S REMEDY FOR A WORLD IN DISTRESS. 
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‘The case presented by this 
“fecument, together with 
Manges in the balance of the 
j*orld’s economy and _ conse- 
jwtently in its trading relations 
jake largely to the war, to which 
yeme of us over here had for 
Mien’. time been calling atten- 
j tad indicated that the struggle 
j “f markets which had been the 
| tier cause of war during the 
j 8st half-century, might in the 

Rext half-century be superseded 

"Y a fierce and devastating 


Sttugele for food. 
, Obviously, therefore, this was an 
Ksue with which pacifists should be 
‘Ncerned. Accordingly the WRI de- 
)Gded that the matter ought to be 
“prefully inquired into, and asked the 
acifist Reseaych Bureau if it would 
)Wdertake this inquiry and produce a 
| Report. 
* The PRB readily consented, for it 
nd already come to the conclusion 
hat pacifism was neither a political 
Plate, nor a religious stimulant to 
administered to a sick society, but 
hs Principle of healhy living which 
‘heerned the whole of life, personal, 
lal and international. 


UNANIMOUS 


After much consultation and ex- 
#ession of views, the PRB decided to 
vite a number of experts on various 
“lative issues to meet them in a 
Rek-end Conference to be held at 

*yward’s Heath at the end of Janu- 
Wy, 1948. It was a very mixed Con- 
piace, and not all were pacifists. 
) nut it prdduced a unanimous Report, 
| *,fonsent and without voting. 

This Report is a striking example 
| epor & P. 


ILFRED WELLOCK on the 


REPORT 


A brief account of the diseussion on 
this report at the WRI Coanference at 
Shrewsbury appeared in Peace News on 
Aug. 13 Jast. Wilfred Wellock now deals 
at greater length with an issue which is 
heing discussed all over the werld. 


“An example of Integral Pacifism’”’ 


of organic or integral pacifism, as dis- 
tinct from the pacifism which seeks to 
achieve peace by means of a restric- 
ted pietism, or by an intricate System 
of international machinery and con- 
trols. 

The difference between these two 
forms of pacifism is profoundly im- 
portant. In the peace movement of 
to-day there is taking place a transi- 
tion from the latter types to the for- 
mer. This change is highly significant, 
and vitally necessary if the pacifist 
movement is to influence the course 
of history in the period of exceptional 
crisis which lies ahead. 

Truth, which should be the guide 
and inspiration of every revolution- 
ary movement, has a fateful tendency 
to be sacrificed to shibboleths. and 
slogans, also to demands for the short 
cuts. When that happens the cure 
becomes contaminated with the virus 
it seeks to destroy, with heart- 
breaking results. 


CAUSE OF MODERN WARS 


The pacifist movement has begun to 
realise that the injustices out of 
which most modern wars spring have 
their origin in values which make de- 
mands upon the world’s resources 
that are incompatible with peace, and 
thus that pacifism is a way of life in 
a much more complete and integral 
sense than has hitherto been recog- 
nised. The pursuit of peace is in fact 
the pursuit of the conditions in which 
persons and communities may develop 
to their fullest capacity. These con- 
ditions embrace the conception that 
the quality of man’s life is ‘deter- 
mined far more by creative and voca- 
tional functions than by material 
possessions, and that by according to 
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Amazing Offer ! 


TO MEMBERS OF THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION ONLY 

By a special arrangement with the publishers, we can 
offer to members of the Peace Pledge Union only, any three 
of the following four new books for £1 post free. 


Editions 


are limited, and cannot be reprinted, order without delay. 
THE SEED OF THE CHURCH by F. A. LEA 


The Editor of Peace News undertakes @ critical evaluation of modern ideologies 


—ineluding Marxism, 
theology. 
religion on our social and political life. 


thought and experience into this excellent book.” J 


COPIES SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR. 


LOOKING BEFORE & 
AFTER 


27 Essays on religion, politics and litera- 
ture by JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY. 
,, ‘Let the reader select one essay where 
fe will and he will not rest satisfied till 
@ has read them all.” 
—-Manchester Guardian. 
“T would always distrust any ranking 


oF our contemporary literary critics 
Which failed to put Murry first... .” 
*—News Chronicle. 


“A minor prophet .. . an unustally 


thought provoking book.” 


EE _———————— 


—Church Times. 

“Is he not the Carlyle of the twentieth 

Century?” -—New Statesman and Nation. 
Portrait frontispiece. 


ON SALE TO THE PUBLIC AT 
12s. 6d. NET. 


©x-imperialists is very topical. 
Richard Murry. 


ae 


a , Freudism and Nazism—in the light of traditional western 
A vitally important book for all who are concerned with the impact of 


“Mr. Lea bee packed a great deal of 


- in a review. ALL 
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ESSAYS FROM TULA 
9 little known essays by 1 
LEO TOLSTOY 
A new, long, critical introduc- 
tion was written specially for this 
edition, shortly before his death by 
NICOLAS BERDYAEV 
In it he says Tolstay was “a 
novelist and artist whose contribu- 
tion has long since been recognised 
as of eternal value ... he con- 
demned History itself . . .his voice 
remains a living awkward witness 
by which the world stands con- 
victed of having lost its soul... 
and may yet realise the agonising 
spiritual void in which it lives.” 
Portrait frontispiece 


PUBLISHED TODAY AT 
12s. 6d. NET. 


VOYAGE TO BERBERA by ALEC GLASFURD 


4 With the subject of Italian colonies being debated by U.N., this 
lighthearted aceount of a voyage to North East Africa to repatriate 
Startlingly successful drawings by 
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spiritual values their due and right- 
ful place, the problem of the distri- 
bution of wealth is greatly simplified. 
It is often said that peace is one 
and indivisible, and it is true, but life, 
too, is one, and peace will only be 
sure when it becomes an attribute of 
the daily life of communities, as natu- 
ral and as inevitable as breathing. 


Accordingly the “ Bread of Peace” 


Report opens with these significant 
words: 

“Tt will be generally agreed by all who 
are concerned with human life and welfare 
that the positive obligation to feed the 
hungry is at least as important as the 
negative commandment which forbids us to 
kill. Both obligations are assumed in a 
respect for human personality. 

“ While the spectacular destructian 
caused by war naturally recelves most 
attention from pacifists, the less dramatised, 
but no less deadly, effects of a world food 
shortage have therefore an equal claim on 
our consciences.” 


Among the facts which its authors 
considered were these: The estimated 
population of the world in 1899 was 
1,600,000,000, to-day, 2,200,000,000, 
and in 1999, 3,200,000,000. During 
the last 70 or 80 years, as a result of 
the breathless advance of industrial- 
ism, soil erosion has played incal- 
culable havoc with most of the world’s 
most fertile soils. The widespread 
social awakening and the revolution 
in the world’s economic order which 
have resulted from the recent war, 
have led to demands for higher living 
standards, including more food, and 
caused many food growing countries 
to sacrifice their agriculture in the 
interest of industrial expansion. 


VITAL PEACE FACTORS 


A careful study of these and other 
facts led the Conference to the con- 
clusion that such issues as soil fer- 
tility, maximum use of the world’s 
soil, and national and world efforts 
to secure the adoption ef sound agri- 
cultural methods and policies were in- 
timately related to the issue of peace, 
both directly and by reason of their 
spiritual repercussions. They should, 
therefore, be the concern of all paci- 
fists. Hence the Report affirms that 
a sound food policy 

“may have deeply beneficial consequences, 

spiritually and psychologically, and con- 

tribute largely to a peaceful way of life 
that is not merely the absence of war.” 

Uniquely, the Report then comes 
down to the issue of personal respon- 
sibility: 

“But we are anxious above ali that the 

result of this enquiry shall not be merely 


the prescription of theories for others, 
which we regard as one of the causes of 
our failure. When we say that society 


should do this or that, it is important to 
realise that we are part of the society for 
which we prescribe. We should therefore 
eoncern ourselves above all with the habits 
and practices of daily life, and try to see 
in what ways individuals and small groups 
can begin now. The mecessarily general- 
ised terms of this report now must be inter- 
preted and applied by ifs readers to their 
own immediate circumstances.” 


IN GARDEN AND ALLOTMENT 


Emphasis is therefore laid on the 
importance of cultivatmg gardens 
and allotments, particularly in urban 
areas. These means 

“will not only considerably augment the 

food supply available from other sources, 

but will provide that food in fresher con- 
dition and therefore with a high nutritive 
value and also provide physical and psycho 
logical compensation for the unhealthy and 
uncreative work of most urban workers.” 

The world food shortage may also 
demand major changes in the diet of 
mankind universally, as it did to some 
extent in the recent war. On this 
issue Roy Walker produced some 
telling statistics which he elaborated 
at the WRI Conference. I will give 
some extracts from his quotations, 
the first. from a paper, Rival Claims 
of Animals and Man for Food in 1944, 
by Dr. Norman C. Wright, recently 
appointed Scientific Adviser to the 
Ministry of Food: 

“Tt is not often realised how important 

a part the livestock industry plays in the 

country’s total agricultural production. The 

number of livestock almost equals the total 

of the human population, roughly 40 

millions against 46 millions, while in addi- 

tion there are some 86 million poultry. On 

a weight basis the livestock exceeds the 

homan population . . - by about 5 million 

tons to 2 million tons.” 


In regard to the acreages required 
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to feed these two “ popluations ” he 
says: 

“Summarising the total figures it | is 
apparent that, while only three million 
acres were devoted to human food crops, 
over 27 million were allocated to the main- 
tenance of the country’s livestock.” 


To reveal the full significance of 
these figures I now submit a seeond 
group of extracts which give the eon-* 
clusions reached by John Lindberg 
in the League of Nations 1946 Report, 
Food Famine and Relief: He says: | 

“The decrease in world crops necessi- 
tated a liquidation of livestock and a more 
vegetarian human diet. The crop situation 
in 1945/46, instead of justifying a general 

increase im livestock, clearly indicated a 

continued liquidation as the only means of 


averting famine.’ 
Lindberg supplies the reason for 


this as follows: ‘ 

“Owing to incomplete assimilation of 
feed . . . ete. ... a part only of the feed 
given to animals is returned in the farm 
of animal foods fit for human consumption. 
a . Some four or five feed calories may 
be used ta preduce one calorie in the form 
of milk, whilst 18 or more may be required 
to produce one calorie in the form of beef 


or’ eggs. In Europe before the war, 
about seven feed calories on an average 
were needed to produce one calorie of 


animal food.” 

Thus here also arises a vital issue 
in the problem of world peace which 
calls for personal as well as govern- 
mental consideration and decision, 


WRONG METHODS 


One more point I would raise. The 
“Bread and Peace” Report deeply 
regrets, and calls for action upon the 
modern tendency to ‘apply the 
methods of the Industrial Revolution 
to agriculture, including a high de- 
gree of specialisation and the estab- 
lishment of the factory farm. Already 
this policy is changing for the worse 
the attitude of the agricultural wor- 
ker to his work, causing h to sub- 
stitute a monetary for a vocational 
interest in his job, and thus throw 
his mind outwards to the fleeting, 
spirit dissipating excitements of the 
mass mind. Thus the Repor?® de- 
clares: 

“It is clear to us that a new approach 
is needled to the whole problem of produe- 
tion, imvolving the , replacement of the 
present accepted incentives by the motives 
of creative activity and provision for the 
common need . it is essential for us ta 
recognise that the present world economic 
erisis is symptomatic of a far deeper 
spiritual crisis, probably the greatest that 
civilisation has ever faced, and that only in 
co far as they are related to and are an 
expression of profound spiritual changes 
are the practical policies here suggested 
likely to be ultimately effective.” 

- “The evils of over-urbanization on health, 

culture and human personality are widely 

recognised. Decentralisation is clearly 
needed and in planning it the settlement of 
sufficient land workers must be a pyimary 
consideration. So far as the industrialised 
eountries are concerned this is reinforced 

by the decline in the relative economic im- 

portance of such areas in a world in which 

industrialism is becoming more widely 
spread.” 

In certain important respects, 
therefore, this Report is a landmark 
in the history of Western pacifism, 
The WRI is to ask all affiliated _ 
national bodies to give it eareful 
study and to report back their con- 
clusions. 
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Atomic Failure 


T must be hard for those who have 
to sit through Mr. Vyshinsky’s 
vituperative harangues to preserve a 
sense of proportion, or even to tease 
out such threads of logic as may be 
entangled in their mesh. But there 
is no reason why we who sit in news- 
paper offices should react with the 
Same impatience. There is some ex- 
euse for Mr. Bevin’s statement last 
_ week that only Russian perversity 
had prevented: the institution of 
atomic control; there is none what- 
ever for the Times’s approval. 

The majority of the United Nations, 
Mr. Bevin reminded his hearers, 
agreed that effective control over 
atomic energy can be exercised if the 
international control agency to be set 
up'is given powers which will include 
some form of. international owner- 
ship, management and inspection.” 
This scheme had failed because “the 
minority in these matters resolutely 
refuses to accommodate itself, even 
in the slightest degree, to the wishes 
and desires of the majority.” 

"That is true enough, so far as it 
goes. But what reason had the min- 
ority for refusing to accommodate 
itself? Mr. Bevin would have us be- 
lieve, none. In actual fact it is plain 
as a pikestaff that so long as the 
ownership, management and inspec- 
tion of atomic plant remained vested 
Im a predominantly non-Communist 
body, there would be ’no guarantee 
whatever of Soviet Russia receiving a 
_ fair deal. The Soviet economy, so 
far as it depended on atomic energy, 
would be subject to capitalist control. 

Even now, the Baruch Plan might 
be accepted by Rnssia on one condi- 
tion, that the international agency be 
placed in the hands of a predomin- 
antly Gommunist body. What reason 

‘is there for withholding that offer, if 
it is not an equally good reason for 
Russia’s rejection -of the existing 
Plan? 

dt may be said that the democracies 
have a particular reason for distrust- 
ing a Soviet-dominated agency. It is 
a first principle of Marx-Leninism 
that lies and deception of every kind 
are legitimate weapons in the strug- 

' gle for Communist supremacy. The 
Russians, it may be said, have no 
such reasqn for distrusting the de- 
mocracies. 

But haven’t they? It is sometimes 
forgotten that Stalin is better ac- 
quainted with British and American 
Statesmen than the British and 
Americans are. He hob-nobbed with 

(them from 1941-5. During those 
years, did he never have any occa- 
sion to doubt the enthusiasm for the 
rights of small nations, for the im- 
partial administration of justice, for 
the sanctity of human life, of those 
who sold him the Baltic States, col- 

_ laborated with him on the Nurem- 
berg trials, and topped Dresden with 

Hiroshima? May it not be possible 

that he thinks of these principles as 

) Weapons of war in the hands of 

the democracies, just as they are in 

his own? . 
‘That very declaration of Human 

Rights, which Mr. Bevin commended 

, to the Assembly last week might, if 

) the Baruch Plan had succeeded, have 
) been employed as a weapon against 
‘Russia. The flagrant violation of all 
these rights in Communist countries 
could have been made a pretext for 

| witholdine their atomic energy. 

Truthfully explained, the failure of the 
Baruch Plan is only one further proof that 
war leads to further war. From 1941-5, the 
‘Western Powers sank to the moral level of 
their Communist Ally. In repudiating every 
Principle they professed, they repudiated their 
only title to Soviet confidence. They showed 
thet they themselves were quite ready to 
adopt any means to realise their end. There- 
y they confirmed all that Communists had 

Biioved concerning them. If that belief now 


warts them at every step, they h 
ala to blame. 7 hee 
_ Neither the Baruch Plan nor any oth 
“Peace Plan will succeed until the Western 
Powers have given proof unequivocal of a 
Wery deep change of heart; until they have 
demonstrated bevend cavil or question that 

are mo longer prepared to adopt aty 
Means, however vile, if on it 
pacing ly it ‘promises 


CALL FROM A FARMER’S WIFE 


BACK TO THE LAND 
—NOT THE FORCES 


“We are sunk unless more men join the Territorial Army.” _ 
—Field-Marshal Montgomery, Daily Mail, Aug. 7, 1948. 


“God help Britain unless the R.A.F. get more vounteers.” 
~—Air-Marshal Tedder, Sunday Graphic, Aug. 8, 1948, 


WAS glad when I read of the reluctance of the young men of 
today to join the armed forces, and hope it means they’ve 
had enough, and not just that they are apathetic. 


As one of the generation who 
has grown up between two wars 
it has always amazed me that 
men who came through the 
horrors of World ‘War I should 
allow their sons and daughters 
to engage in World War II, and 
that mothers who would be 
horrified to think their sons had 


turned out murderers are yet — 


ashamed of their sons if they 
turn out pacifists! The old idea 
dies hard, that it was noble to 
fight for one’s country and a 
privilege to die for the King. 
Why should war alone inspire 
altruism, courage, comradeship, 
self-sacrifice and other social 
virtues ? Does not Humanity 
need them in times of Peace for 
the furtherance of Peace? 


Herbert Read tells us in an article 
in the July-Sept. Adelphi, that hatred 
of war is an emotional attitude and 
no basis for a positive philosophy. 
This to my mind is a purely mAscu- 
line and logical statement, quite true, 
no doubt, but lacking warmth and 
conviction, Emotionalism plays a 
big part in a woman’s make-up and 
through it much has been aecomp- 
lished, and I would be quite unscru- 


LETTERS TO 
Deporting PoWs 


ACIFISTS should avoid using 
“™ muddled or misdirected emotional 
outbursts in highfalutin language 
and passing them off as appeals to 
he conscience of the world or the 
nation or the Home Office. They fool 
nobedy and help the’ wrong people. 

They should also be sure of their 
facts, sure of their purpose and 
scrupulous in their methods. 

if, as TRD writes, the PPU 
National Council is planning to take 
up with the Government the cause 
of German prisoners who had opted 
to remain in this. country and are to 
be repatriated, they would be well ad- 
vised to think again. And in any 
case not talk of German prisoners 
being “deported” to Germany, as 
TRD does, nor use’ preposterous 
arguments such as the one about 
these men being ostracised on their 
return as ‘collaborators with the 
British.” 

Whom on earth are TRD and the 
National Council wanting to help? 
If it is Germany (and therefore 
Europe) they should reflect on the 
fact that Germany lacks more than 
anything else men. German women 
could help ‘him with that information. 
The priseners are desperately needed 
in Germany on work which at the 
moment. is often being done by their 
women folk, of whom there are about 
three to every man. If°TRD would 
help these unfortunates he / should 
hold this pen and keep it dry. 

My criticism of our Government on 
the issue is that it ever appealed to 
the idle and selfish among the prison- 
ers when the temptation to them was 
strong. 

There are in Germany hundreds of 
socialists and democrats who came as 
refugees to Britain, having lost all 
they had and who have gone back to 
help in retrieving what was noble ‘in 
German life and redeeming the soul of 
the nation. These men and women are 
in fact part of the soul of Germany 
and should have our blessing and en- 
couragement in a heartbreaking task. 
And they are entitled to the support 
of every other German. 

TRD. would do well to seek out 


pulous in its use if it were the means 
of bringing the horror of atomic war- 
fare home to people. 

It was purely emotional feeling 
which made me so sick with dis- 
gust that I tore from its pages 2 
picture of Field-Marshal Mont- 
gOmery with a group of youngsters 
whose faces had been smeared with 
black grease and whose clothes had 
been decorated with brushwoed, yet 
whose immaturity and inexperience 
shone through the muck like Holy 
Candles at early Mass. And 
“Monty,” that water-drinking son 
of a bishop, was telling the Press 
“We're sunk.” Sure, we're sunk— 
if England has nothing better to 
teach its lads. 

How much better those boys would 
have been learning to live without 
motor cars and penny pools and pin 
tables. A two-years’ training on the 
land, learning to work and live by the 
labour and sweat of their own bodies 
in good wholesome country air, get- 
ting healthy appetites for bread and 
cheese, instead of haunting snack 
bars for fish and chips or “a cupper 
tea and bun.” Learning to handle 
ploughshares and hay forks instead 
of tanks and bayonets. Discipline 
—yes! Comradeship—certainly! 
But to a constructive end. 

Not’ only do the agonies of sepa- 
ration, loneliness and anxiety once 
more threaten our home life, but 
added to those are the terrors of 


THE EDITOR 


some wretched German widow living 
in a self made rubble-and-waste-wood 
hovel of a house, doing a man’s job 
in a sordid remnant of the Ruhr to 
keep her children alive and her body 
together.. Let him ask her whether 
her heart doesn’t bleed for all those 
healthy men who are not to be al- 
lowed to stay in England after all. 
Come to that, ask any other wretched 
woman in Poland, Greece, France, or 
anywhere else in Europe to plead for 
them. It might put TRD’s thoughts 
in order and his heart in place. 
MICHAEL SORENSEN. 


Food for Europe 


Mo of those who habitually send food 
ivi parcels to Austrian or German families 
know of the continual need, in many cases 
mow greater because of the “currency re- 
form,” and of the serious loss entailed by the 
recent prohibition of sending flour and 
cereals. 

Some of us -have protested strongly to the 

Minister of Food about it. have ,just re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Strachey in which he 
writes that he has “very carefully considered 
the matter.” The only concession he will 
make ia that “all home-made jam may be 
counted as rationed food” and sent. Other- 
wise, as we cannot risk “the consumption of 
flour and cereal products going up,” he must 
‘abide by the principle that only rationed 
food may be included in parcels, or there will 
be a drain on our stocks, which we could not 
check and could not afford.” 
_ 1 don’t think this position is right, but it 
is understandable. And I can’t help think- 
ing that some of us, who feel so strongly 
about this matter in these days of the com- 
parative abundance of flour, could devise some 
plan and safeguard, which would enable the 
M. of F., without risk ‘of abuse, to allow 
us to send a reasonable quantity of flour and 
cereals on the same conditions, as when they 
were on points and BUs. 

Will friends please think this out and if 
they can find a likely solution send it either 
direct to the Ministry of Food, Montagu 
House, Whitehall, S.W.1., or to Save Europe 
Now, 15, James Street, W.C.2., who have 
been pressing the urgency of the need on the 


Minister. 
STEPHEN HOBHOUSE. 


20, St. Catherine’s, 
Broxbourne, Herts. 


( RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER | 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER . 


This pledge, signed by each member. fs 7 
the bosis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to ° 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St... WC1 


Val 
OME of you may be reading Peace Nf 
S for the first time this week.) If you?) 
it is making a useful contribution to (ci 
thought, by presenting news and views W: 
are not to be found in the commercial pape 
will you please remember that a paper of)? 
sort depends entirely on its regular read 
not only for advertisement, but for tts ¥@™) 
existence? i ci 
Peace News has no powerful financial ba 
ing. We want-to make it more widely know 
but we can do so only with your he 
There are many ways in which you can fi ie 
by taking out a subscription yoirself—a. t# 
sub. for 3 months costs only 3s.; by passing 
on your copy to a friend; not least by setti 
your local newsagents to display it evel 
week. You will have to promise te pay hit 
for any copies unsold: but thanks to # 
generosity of one supporter, we can offer (ay 
reimburse you for that. : 
Finally there is the Peace News Fund. 
contributing to the Fund, you can help us 
improve the contents of the paper and undelx ij 


i 


depends on the Fund: 
contribution will be much appreciated. 
THE EDITOR. 

Contributions since Sept. 24: £54 7s. 1 
Total for 1948: £621 ds. 8d. 

Please make cheques, ete., payable to Peal 
News, Ltd., and address them to the Accounl: i 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4 i 


disease and paralysis. Children and yw 
the old and infirm will have to live § 
underground, and the sunshine whi¢ 

is their birthright must become thei) ® 
enemy. Evil begets evil, and the 7% 
aftermath of war is crime and degt@” 
dation. Famine and all the misetv’ 
accompanying it will be rampant, 007 
bird’s song, no children’S laughter, BY 
green grass, all beauty gone for eve 
Slowly all culture will die am 
Humanity will go out into the dar 
ness and slime from whence it sprane, 
and the clock will have gone the ii” 
circle. Thus grim and bitter ig ties 
future if this madness is not stoppea | 
and I for one say stop it at any pri 
even at the cost of England hers@q 
for the sanctity of human life tral™) 
cends any love of country. * 

I am fully aware that self presé 
vation and fear of death are natul 
instincts, and also that. geographil 
ally England stands a poor chance’ 
survival if war breaks out betwef 
USA and USSR, but I say rath 
than sanction such a terrifying 4 
wholly devastating weapon as wv 
atomic bomb let England go out in 40) 
blaze of glory, carrying high b@ 
torch of courage, rather than int 
cloud of fire which leaves only deal 
ashes of a false God. mi 
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Switzerland: The Pattern 
Of Democracy 


PPERNE, the capital of Swit- 
4 zerland, is a horse-shoe 
shaped city with the Houses of 
atliament perched like a cap- 
ay bridge over the blue clean 

Hy Yer, while the peaks of the Ober- 
d, jagged and snow-topped, cut 
Southern sky. It is a mediaeval 

Wy with gay fountains and long 

Kades, but ail new-painted in pastel 
Peen, with smart shops, brisk traffic 
Md well-dressed people. 
€ atmosphere is distinctly for- 
» and if it is hard to believe this 
he heart of a stricken, shabby 
wWSt-war Europe, there is no forget- 
me it is a capital. The streets have 
mes that end in -gasge or -weg (so 
mci more old and quaint than 
Masse); yet they carry trams linked 
Sether like trains, and the banks 
Ministries are as big as any in 
&stminster. 

48 1 write these lines, a noise of 

Meng comes up from the street 

pltside my hotel. The pubs—or 
mfther the Bernese beer-cellars which 

a rather more comfortable places 

m8 English pubs—are closing for 
ig° night. At nine o’clock sharp the 
nd yp eurants put up their shutters. 
© beer-cellars close an hour or two 

tT. After their customers have 

“Spersed, Berne will probably be the 

letest capital in Europe. At the 

Me time, perhaps, the brightest— 

P the electric lights which are dim 
aris and London and Vienna are 
quite dazzling. 

= my hotel, which is large and warm and 
het oddly German smell of shut windows 

iy floor polish, and a spiced meal on the hob 
ta. distant kitchen, I seem only to meet 

PeDtionists and commercial travellers from 


bition. These last gentlemen keep telling 
hat a dull and stuffy town Berne is, 


myself ? 
ky morning newspaper, which is tedious 
Wy eonservative despite its serial being 
i Tag von J. B. Priestley, carries adver- 
Wients for gift parcels of food and fruit 
sent to Germany and Austria (Soviet 
excluded). Here in Berne, however, 
mis no bustle for things to eat. The 
Mimongers sit meditatively and unmolested 
“Nd their stalls of oranges and lemons and 
beets, while in the shops the assistants 
® time to open and shut the doors with 
Pan a “merci vielmals,” a ‘“ bitteschon, 
i ’sieur "and other such pleasantly assorted 


the War Resisters’ ‘International 


inh, Conference at Shrewsbury last August, 
i,t? Butler presented a report on Yugo- 
he » a country he Wad_ visited some 
by hs earlier and knew well. His import- 
Contribution. towards an understanding 
ay sat, country is now being published, 
mtly abbreviated, in the form of four 
Se Hubert Butler has spent some 
m the Soviet Union, being at one 
English teacher in a Leningrad 

His home is in Eire. 


HE Yugoslavs are, like my 

> own nation the Irish, 

' hong the least pacifist people 
2 Europe and at the best of 
es it would not be easy to 


Msuade them that liberty 


‘|2Ud be won or maintained 
| “ept by fighting. 


VY, Was not surprised to find in 
cat jaeeslavia that the small group of 
s°Dle, which had been associated 
Pith the WRI and other international 

-°Vements of the kind had more or 
fs dissolved. They had not actually 

‘a2 suppressed, but had been voted 

‘way’ as superfluous by extremists 

In the groups themselves. These 

urged their incorporation (to 
event over-lapping”’ is the usual 

ise for this kind of cannibalism) 

‘the officially sponsored societies, 

i }h.c Various Anti-Fascist leagues, cul- 
Pyas2). economic, male and female. I 

Pap, ot find that they had been actu- 

Pi, Persecuted so much as rendered 

f t erless. 

walked to several men and women, 

Min? bad before the war been active, 

Ma nationally-minded people, who 

£0 conferences all over Europe 
America, who were used to lec- 

dtp and writing. I think I seemed 
m tem as would anybody else from 
- Jsland, a figure from the past, 
“ne very sad memories that had 
ely any bearing on the life they 
bp, leading. The* business of liv- 
Mh. ‘Om one day to the next, was 
fae “Ping all their energies. They 

»otten lost their jobs or their 
hm “Ss and had no surplus leisure 
("4 thinkin of abstract problems or 

tional movements. All their 
Were bent on securing some 
)future for their children or 


German and French civilities. Even at noon, 
when the shops close and the Bernese busi- 
ness people go to the temperance :estaurants 
for a three-frane lunch, there ‘s no unseemly 
haste, and there seems actually .o be + me to 
use a toothpick. 


§ 


GQ WITZERLAND is a 
federal republic, like the 
United States of America. Apart 
from being federal, it is, however, 
quite unlike the USA or any other 
country in the world. The most re- 
markable feature about Switzerland 
is not that there are twenty-twe can- 
tons united in one republic, but that 
there are three distinct nationalities, 
each with its own language, united 
in one nation. German, French and 
Italian are the officially recognised 
languages; documents such as 
treasury notes and ration cards are 
printed in all three. In the summer 
of 1937 Romansh (spoken by only 
one per cent of the population) was 
acknowledged by the government to 
be a national language, but not to the 
extent of having it used on postage 
stamps and five-franc bills. 

Religious toleration is no less re- 
markable than the use of the coun- 
try’s four languages. Bloody wars 
were fought about religion on Swiss 
soil in one sad period. But today, 
the mutual respect is very great. 
Particularly ,interesting is the way 
in which Protestants and Catholics 
co-operate to produce one of the finest 
educational systems in the world. 

One of the secrets of the successful 
co-operation of Switzerland’s several 
cantons is that they keep a very large 
measure of government in their own 
hands. The federal government at 
Berne looks after foreign policy and~> 
war, the currency, the railways and 
the postal system. It also legislates 
on such matters as bankruptcy, 
patents, sanitation, and higher edu- 
cation, and controls public works. 

In other matters, the cantons or 
demi-cantons of Switzerland are 
sovereign. Each has its local govern- 
ment, different in its organisation in 
most instances, but all built on 
vigorously democratic lines. In a 
few of, the smallest cantons the people 
exercise their powers direct, without 
any parliamentary machinery. In 
such cases all male citizens of full 
age assemble in the open air on a 
given day—generally in early sum- 
mer-—-and vote on the spot for new 


By 
MAURICE 
CRANSTON 


administrators, new 
laws and changes in 
old laws. These as- 
semblies are called 
Landesgemeinden, and 
exist in Appenzell, 
Glarus and Unterwald. 
1 have a vivid picture 
in my mind of such a 
popular meeting at 
Glarus. A sort of sta- 
dium was erected in 
the central square of 
the town, and several 
thousand» men _ took 
their places, like a vast 
football crowd, to legis- 
late for their canton. 
Here, it seemed to me, 
was something that de- 
served the name de- & 
mocracy. 

But even in Switzerland direct con- 
trol by public assembly is impossible 
in most of the cantons. In these, 
like Berne and Zurich with sixf or 
seven hundred thousand people, or 
Vaud or St. Gallen, with three hun- 
dred thousand, there is a body chosen 
by universal suffrage, usually called 
der Grosse Rat, or Kantons Rat, 
which exercises all the functions of 
the Landesgemeinden. But in all 
these larger cantons, the referendum 
is an important constitutional fea- 
ture. 

The members of cantonal councils, 
as well as most of the magistrates, 
are either honorary servants of their 
fellow citizens or receive a merely 
nominal salary. Cantons can com- 
mission junior officers in the army, 
but the senior officers must be ap- 
pointed by the confederation. * 

The Swiss have a great affection 
for their cantons. Their loyalty is 
no less marked*in the relatively newly 
established cantons than in those 
which are 700 years old. In the 
Kanton Bern, for instance, the can- 
tonal emblem, a bear, is as widely ex- 
hibited as the national flag. The 
most popular cakes and biscuits made 
there have a bear designed in sugar 
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. . trams linked together like trains.” 


icing, and dozens of appealing little 
teddy-bears sit in the windows of the 
shops. 


Since Switzerland is a federation 
there is obviously a’) 


of free cantons, 
very proper place for cantonal pat- 
riotism. A hundred years ago the 
canton was more important as a poli- 
tical unit than the State itself, 


In recent years there has been a tendeney 
for the powers of the federal authority to 
increase at the expense of the cantons. One 
example is.that of the Tegal system. The 
cantons used to have their own criminal 
codes, But on July 8, 1988, a referendum 
in favour of a single national criminal law 
was passed: by a small majority—352,000 votes” 
againat 310,000. 

Other moves in the direction of centralised 
authority followed. The second world ‘war 
made ‘it necessary for the federal authorities 
to assume emergency powers—both for’ de- 
fence and for economic’ organisation. Since 
the war ended there has been no sign of the’ 
fedenal government relinquishing these 
powers. Students of political history will not 
be surprised at this: a State, it seems, can, 
do almost .anything but ‘‘ wither away.” ms 


4, 
Peace News is open for the expression off | 
to pacifiem.)7 — 


all points of view relevant 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned)” 
do not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise. 
ments imply any endorsement of, or PPU 
connexion with, the matter advertised. . 


WAR RESISTANCE TO-DAY 


elderly relatives. “We are tired of 
living,” one of them told me very 
sadly. 

Most of these people were liberals 
by temperament, Left-wing rather 
inan Right, so that their extinction 
by the Communists is a cruel tragedy. 
But none of those to whom I talked 
had gone back on their principles or 
come to believe in reactionary poli- 
tics; they still valued individual 
liberty, the freedom to think and act 
in the light of reason. Simply they 
had been robbed of all power to ad- 
vance their views. I think that an 
external pacifist organisation can 
make very few demands on these peo- 
ple. Even by communication with 
us they come under suspicion of giv- 
ing information to foreigners. 

Pacifism is considered a very great 
crime in Yugoslavia today. You 
have, I am sure, heard of the trial of 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses which took 
place recently in Zagreb. The prin- 
cipal defendants were sentenced to 
death, the others to long terms of 
imprisonment. These sentences were, I 
am glad to say, in some cases re- 
vised, but there is no doubt that the 
‘Witnesses had exasperated the Yugo- 
slav government both by their paci- 
fism and by their contact with their 
fellow believers in other countries. 
To quote the official report: 


“They engaged in oral and written 
Propaganda ;against the People’s Republic 
and harmed the military power and de- 
fensive capacity of the country by persuad- 
ing citizens to: shirk conscription. They 
collected false information on the political 
and general situation, which they sent 
abroad, thus presenting a false picture of 
the state of affairs in Yugoslavia.” 


The Public Prosecutor declared 
that reports of persecutions ‘were sent 
abroad “at the time when Stepinac 
was discussing Intervention.” In this 
way the Jehovah's Witnesses were 


Ss 


linked .up with the Roman Catholic ! 


Church as collaborators in an attempt 
to defame the Yugoslav government. 
_ Anyone, who is aware of the rela- 
tions of the Catholic’ Church and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses will be amused 
as well as bewildered by this sugges- 
tion. 

., The Jehovah’s Witnesses defended 

themselves with great Courage and 

made no attempt to disguise their 
views. In the words of the official 
report of the trial: 

‘They called themselves the faithful ser- 
vants of Christ, to whom earthly life was 
of no concern. ‘They said that they would 
not ta! up arms in case their country was 
threatened. At the time of the most in- 
tensive work for the rehabilitation of their 
country, they preached utter Passivity. 
Their pacifism benefits international 
reactionaries whose agents they are. 


_The Yugoslav Witnesses were prin- 
cipally simple people, shoe-makers, 


PRISONER OF WAR 
ASSISTANCE SOCIETY 


PEACE 


sanitary inspectors, mechanics and” © 


they had a simple and fervent creed, 
based on a literal acceptance of the 
Bible (There is no doubt that it was 
their simple faith with its rigid rules 
and curious dogma about the future 
that has enabled them to keep alive 
Christian pacifism in 
Europe). Not many of us share or 
could ever share the views of the 
Witnesses and we have to ask our- 


serves how without their convictions © 


Like 


we could imitate their courage. 3 
them, we reject all the sophistries’ by’ 
which war is justified by leaders in? 
political and religious life. I think” 
we can do something by the fearless 
and incessant exposure of these 
sovhistries. Stripped of them ‘Chris- 


tianity might recover some of its los§ 
vigour and universality. Ts 


A personal service society working ex- 
clusively for Prisoners and 
° 


ex-Prisoners 
f War and their families in devastated 
Europe; with the ultimate object of 


THROUGH —_— FRIENDSHIP 


POW AS is in urgent need of donations for postage of 

parcels, ete., saleable articles and gifts of 
used clothing or rationed foods so that we may continue our 
service to individual families suffering through the long 
detention of their breadwinners, and now hit by shortages 


and cutrency reform. 
Our General Secretary is 


at present travelling through 


Germany, at her own expense, investigating conditions and par- 


ticular cases. 


With this closer knowledge of individual needs 


and problems we shall help more effectively and make maximum 
use of funds entrusted to us. Names of those who help us may, 
uf desired, be placed on the individual parcels sent dut so that 
they can be personally acknowledged by the recipient and a 


friendship formed. 
Orders can now 
be taken for 
Christmas cards 
with German 
Greetings. 


Information about POWAS can be dbtained 
The Secretary, POWAS, 
“Hollies” Furzefield Road, 


from 


East Grinstead, Sussex. 
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BROTHER'S 
VERDICT 


Goliath and Labour Leaders: The 
Ynstance of “Willie” Graham. 
Hutchinson, 11s. 


roo many biographies lately have 

been written by relatives of the 
nerson portrayed. Relatives may 
know their subject in detail; but 
more than that is wanted. Biography 
iS an art, and either the book is not 
needed or there is a story to be told, 
and a true story-teller required. In 
“Willie Graham” the life of the Rt. 
Hon. W. Graham is presented by his 
brother, Thomas N. Graham. Almost 
he justifies the brother’s hand. Wil- 
liam and Thomas evidently were 
close boyhood friends, and the picture 
of their early life near Peebles and 
in Hdinburgh is charming. 


But despite Mr. Graham’s skill as 
@ journalist the later story becomes 
a chronicle. At least, as he rises 
to editor, city councillor, Member of 
Parliament, member of a Labour 
government and Cabinet Minister, 
the figure of Willie, the Labour 
leader, does not gather significance. 
We do not feel moved by any spec- 
tacle of a man challenging the 
whirlrool of these years, and suc- 
ceeding or failing to reach shore. 


In Willie Graham there was pro- 
mise of mind and soul. His success 
in conducting a local newspaper at 
19 was enough to suggest a career. 
In 1906 he abandoned the prospect 
for socialism and the idealism of the 
LL.P. He often discussed with his 
brother the possibility of a European 
war and lamented the existence of the 
War Office, in which he had worked 
as a boy-clerk. 


Mr, Graham, an ex-serviceman and 
a Conservative, says of Willie, ‘“ He 
never could find any case to be made 
out in justification of war. Willie 
was a pacifist in the sense that he 
regarded the resort to arms as a 
futile means of settling international 
difficulties.” His condemnation was 
not simply intellectual. With a 
brother in the army, soon to be badly 
wuurided, and a still younger brother 
in the navy, “ Willie... hating war 
so much, and, above all, the destruc- 
tion of God’s handiwork, felt its im- 
pact more than he could say when it 
touched those who were nearest and 
dearest to him.” 

But Willie, not called upon to 
carry weapons, seems to have had no 
other arms against Goliath. He does 
not appear to have seen clearly that 
the giant to be overthrown was not 
Germany but war itself. In 1919, 
that first terrible great conflict over, 
he settled down to all the detailed 
work of a conscientious, fair-minded 
Socialist in Parliament. So he con- 
tinued until his too early death in 
1932. Yet all the time the new bar- 
barism revealed in the war and the 
Versailles peace, and in the violence 
of the revolutions during and after 
the war, ominously was moving to its 
present over-shadowing might. 

I write in sympathy with Willie 
for too many of us were as busy with 
too many little things. Yet William 
Graham, who was content to know 
nothing of the European continent 
at first-hand until mid-life, was an 


outstanding Labour leader, even a 


likely future Prime Minister. It is 
not enough to hate war. Leaders 
will be they who study active peace, 
that is, the life that peace stands for, 
until peace can outlive war. New 
arms there must be against the old 
Goliath, and only they will be fit to 
govern who can so set the spirit 
above slings, stones and bombs alike. 


PERCY REDFERN 


a NA 
The Question of the Hour 


CAN CIVILISATION SURVIVE? 
Write for pamphlet: 

“CIVILISATION: IS THERE A CURE?” 
by Robert M. Entwistle. 10d. Post Free. 
29 Goodwyn Avenue, Mill Hill, N.W.7. 
Also from Housman’s Bookshop. 


Consultations by «oppointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 
Registered Naturopath 


Graduate of Edinburgh School of 
Natura! Therapeutics 


21 Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos. 


A GREAT PROPAGANDIST 


The Selected Works of Thomas Paine, edited by Howard Fast. 


Head, 10s. 6d. 


HE last couple of years have seen 

a quite considerable output of 
Paine literature; a biography, a his- 
torical novel, and two volumes of 
selections have, within a compara- 
tively short period, brought his work 
baek prominently into our view. 


The attention is by no means un- 
merited. Paine was an important 
figure in all the revolutionary move- 
ments— American, English and 
French—of the late eighteenth cen- 
tury. He was undoubtedly the most 
significant propagandist of hig age, 
and, next to Swift and Winstanley, 
the best of English pamphleteers. 
His vivid and straightforward prose 
has a fine literary quality, even apart 
from the validity or otherwise of his 
arguments. 


Moreover, Paine remains one of 
the few authentic instances of the un- 
corrupted politician. Involved closely 
in the political life of three countries 
at a time when very few public men 
retained their integrity without some 
dubious stain, Paine maintained 
throughout a _ singularly steadfast 
concern for freedom and a fearless 
hatred of corruption wherever he en- 
countered it. Thug he risked his 
neck, not only to defy the reaction 
in England, but also to denounce the 
Jacobin terror in France. 


The 


The State and the Citizen, by J. 


TINHIS is a book about political 

philosophy for the general 
reader. The author is an Oxford 
don, though I suspect that war-time 
experience of national service has 
done as much as academic training 
to shape the opinions he advances. 
Most of the chapters are concerned 
with the nature of the State, and 
there is a brisk preliminary summary 
of political theories under the head- 
ing, “From Hobbes to Hegel.” In 
a short appendix the author delivers 
himself of the curious pronounce- 
ment that “Communism is not a 
philosophy,” which at least explains 
why the summary stons short at 
Hegel and does not even extend to 
Marx. 


The interest of this book is more 
speculative than informative. Re- 
garded as an introduction to a branch 
of philosophy, it suffers from want of 
proportion: Plato, Spinoza, Bentham 
and Godwin are scarcely mentioned, 
while the flyblown school of Oxford 
Idealism—‘“From Green to Bosaquet” 
Mr. Mabbott might have called it—is 
given most conscientious considera-~ 
tion. 


Theory 


Bodley 


Yet, when we divide Paine’s per- 
sonal qualities from his political 
theories, the inadequacy of the latter 
becomes evident. Unlike his con- 
temporary, Godwin, Paine was not 
an uncompromising enemy of govern- 
ment. He regarded it as a necessary 
evil, and thus became an advocate of 
revolutionary violence and _ revolu- 
tionary power, without realising that 
in practice the revolution entrenched 
in authority becomes henceforward 
a reaction that defends itself against 
further revolution. The Jacobin ter- 
ror was the logical outcome of 
Paine’s own theories; a too-close in- 
volvement in the expediency of “poli- 
tical action that prevented him from 
seeing, with the same clear vision as 
Godwin, into the fallacies of orthodox 
revolutionism. 


Nevertheless, in Paine’s action and 
his work alike a personality of rare 
nobility and courage is evident, and 
the present selection, containing not 
only The Rights of Man and The Age 
of Reason, but also such less readily 
available documents’ as Common 
Sense and Crisis Papers, is adequate 
and repyesentative. Mr. Fast’s com- 
mentary is not very penetrating, 
sharing Paine’s limitations of outlook 
without his magnificent style, but it 
has at least the virtue of brevity. 


GEORGE WOODCOCK 


Cae. Oa he 


D. Mabbott. Hutchinson, 7s. 6d. 


The strength of Mr. Mabbott’s ap- 
proach derives from the ruthless ap- 
plication of logical analysis to words 
and notions like “democracy” and 
“community ” and “liberty” which 
are without precise descriptive mean- 
ing in ordinary usage. He ends by 
confessing his doubt as to whether 
“democracy” can serve us any 
longer. This conclusion, identical 
with Mr. Murry’s, is, I believe, en- 
tirely justified, though I am afraid 
that any alternative expression such 
as “free society ” would soon become 
equally empty. 


The general reader is likely to be 
disappointed with Mr. Mabbott’s book 
in so far as the author has few con- 
structive suggestions to match his 
critical and analytical achievements. 
Yet it may be that this very disap- 
pointment may serve as the best In- 
troduction to philosophy, since philo- 
sophy is, after all, the study of ques- 
tions to which there are no answers, 
a study which can stimulate but 
never satisfy a mind which searches 
for the truth. 


MAURICE CRANSTON 


COLLECTIVE SECURITY REPUDIATED 


Peace or Anarchy, by Cord Me¥er, Jr. 
ea Monthly Press, Boston, 
2.50 


YINHE author made a name for him- 
self as a young man when his 
letters home from the Pacific war 
were published in The _ Atlantic 
Monthly. . Chosen by Harold Stassen 
as one of the two vetéran observers 
at the San Francisco Conference, he 
“watched with growing concern how 
the victory was squandered at the 
conference table. ... An -organisa- 
tion was created that was even 
weaker than the old League.” 

So thoroughly are the defects of 
the UN Charter analysed that it is 
made to look like a palace founded 
upon shifting sands, and it is with a 
shock that one finds in Chapter VIII: 
“The UN as jit stands is admittedly 
incapable.of preserving peace but its 
institutions contain constructive pos- 
sibilities. The changes necessary... 
can be accomplished by amendment 
of the Charter.” It soon became 
clear, however, that this line of ap- 
proach is part of Mr Meyer’s stra- 
tegy, the reconstruction which he 
prescribes is so radical that the new 
Charter would have nothing left of 


the original text except the words, 
“We, the people.’ 


“Tn defining the structure of se- 
curity,” he says, “ two principies are 
indispensible. The first is the con- 
cept of enforceable law that binds in- 
dividuals. The impractical and un- 
just notion of collective security 
must be repudiated since the only 
method of enforcement it provides is 
the waging of war against entire 
nations. It is essential that security 
rest on a legal structure of effective 
prevention and individual penalisa- 
tion rather than on_ collective 
measures. that are merely another 
name for war. Secondly, national 
governments will never submit 
themselves and their citizens to the 
rule of law unless it is limited by the 
concept of federalism.” 

Even those who violently disagree 
with it will enjoy this book. 

HAROLD S. BIDMEAD 
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The Door of the Cave, by Joseph i mY 

McCulloch. Michael JosePBe)) Min 

12s. 6d. 1 ali 

OSEPH M Ane sh 

eCULLOCH is an If a 

glican priest who takes his VO@™ . ms 
tion seriously and is not afraid ® (Mite 

stepping beyond the limits of what ™) jp > i 


usual in the Christian education 7 pattie, 
himself and his congregation. , ) : 
In Medway Adventure he gave ah) ecteq , 
account of the coming together ef 3) (Would h; 
group of people -at his parsonage) )Mation 
“for the discussion of serious topl=] | Mat pa, 


of common interest.” The presents Wite mm 
book has grown out of this eet I mig 


dissatisfaction with the report of WE Mito 4. 
Chureh of England’s Commission a td. 
Evangelism entitled Towards het z 
Conversion of England, and thei 
consequent decision to find a way,“ the read 
wards the deepening of their unde Je i 
standing of the Christian falt®))) 
through the dramatic reinterpret@y \iea. | 
tion of the Passion and the Rest ae 


Accordingly, thé 


er ist. 
rection of Christ 2. 


cast themselves in the appropri 


parts, and staged a Mime with MUS@ jing hi” 
and recitation of the events of Goo | tay ah 
Friday, Holy Saturday and Baste )tomi,0 " 
Sunday, each scene being debated ™ | 8. 


length before general agreement % 7 
its presentation was reached. ‘ 
The Poor of the Cane purports to | What 
be an attempt to formulate thee) an? Pe 

general findings; for “ the whole ‘ht 


venture had crystallized for us atte ve] 
philosophy we had been seeking jw’PPed, | 
gether for years... The truih wilt | ty arbity 
is in Christ had come alive for U3” tbitrat 
the middle of an industrial nei BT corn 
bourhood in the twentieth century: : mt Tae 

As a piece of “popular api] ii onine 
getics” this book ranks high. OMS |i to 5 
would far rather see this in the ha | pa82ined 
of the nominal Churchgoer than 47 1 os thr 


works of Mr. Nichols, Miss Sayers; % 
Mr. C. S. Lewis. Nevertheless, 7 
once more raises the question of th 
admissibility of this class of litem 
ture at all. Is it not a debas®” 
genre? What Myr. McCulloch sa 

an 


for instance (and I do not deny a 
he says many good and true thing®))) 
could be said jmore concisely 29) )% 
compelling if, instead of loosely ee 
taching his observations to the & #1 
terior framework provided by a 
Mime, he had either . deliberate 
dramatised or novelised his mateti™ 
or else thrown the Mime overbo# 
and concentrated on working out re 

the 


own ideas, from a given startil®, Bo QUA 
point, in a way through which THE 
reader could share in the process 44/7 ML, 

In other wor ITs 


their development. 
to write a good book Mr. McCull 
must accent one or other of the lite 
ary disciplines which lead to ord 


iz A pL 
| A 
{ fe 
| 
| 


a 
i 


both in writer and reader, and enable 
the critic to exercise his funetl? 
without irrelevance. It is the lack,% 
such discipline whieh makes of thie 
book, popular though it may be 
a time, a perishable commodity. 


yet, possibly Mr, McCulloch has it in . M. 
him to write imperishably. j Clerk ¢ 
D.S. SAVAGE 7. WAI 
) XATH 
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Note to Book-Buyers Your 


“Every book that springs from 
true creative impulse, which Ne 
larges the imagination, clarifies if 
mind, or enriches our human 9 
serves implicitly the cause of pe 
fism,” writes Mr. Hugh Pa 
Fausset in the PPU Journal. How’ i, 
man’s bookshop, in Shaftest™ 5, 
Avenue, W.C.2., exists to purvey tr 
books, as well as to display expt’ "Ne 
pacifist literature. A 

The PPU Bookshop is strugg™ 
with the difficulties that face —. ay 
booksellers at the present mone sh | 
You can help to keep it alive, AM ailing 
help the pacifist cause, by ord@?® [ih 
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yer books from Housman’s; “ ‘8 a. 
can aasure you that the sevOR Wives 
excellent. EDITOM onet all 

— ath f should 
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JN Starting out to write a few 
ie thoughts on “ What is Pacifism,” 
_ ad what most amateurs do on these 
easions—looked up one or two dic- 
|fharies to find the exact meaning of 
the Word there. But the word “paci- 
Ast and the word “ pacifism”’ I 
’ not find; the nearest approach 
ht aS pacific,”’ meaning peace-making, 
iited to restore peace, mild, tranquil. 
i I had been tooking for “ war,” 
mre,” “wounds,” “famine,” and 


Watt’ thousand and one things con- 
e m | Recta with this state of affairs, I 
of 7 wuld have had quite a mine of infor- 
nage TyBtion to draw on. It is apparent 
OP wat Pacifism is a modern word— 
sent “Mite modern. “ 
Pte I Might have got some definitions 
n Of om the modern press on this modern 
thé) uat’—as far as one can gather, paci- 
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penge fates. 
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ats,and so on. Pacifism, then, is a 


: py eetous thing, and it is to be avoid- 


} When its advocates meet with such 
Yet we are not avoid- 
War now has had its 


Peace! Peace ! 
What is the whole world waiting 
fig Peace! Peace! What are we 
at ting for? <A lasting Peace! And 


| ene very end, when the fighting has 


{ 


‘ped, how will things be arranged? 
~ {tbitration, the dream df pacifism 
ypeitration instead of war. They 

Come to it, they must-come to it, 
t Our despised way—discussion— 
“Soning. The final settlement will 
re to be talked over. Nothing will 
tained in those last days by dele- 

‘S throwing books at one another 
Mesing barricades of tables—they 
By WZive in at last and use no more 
a force. 


das te poet Shelley was a pacifist—no 
shot that accounts for all the horrid 


®s people used to say about him. 
& 1 believed them, ‘but now I know 
Vocated pacifism I doubt a good 
Y of the statements rhade about 
young man. In his poem “The 


te of Anarchy,” written on 
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round was 1917 


AT IS PACIFISM ? 


In 1917 in Australia a pacifist 
put down on paper her thoughts on 
pacifism, a word that was missing 
in many dictionaries at that time. 
Eurove was then witnessing the 
titanic and bloody battles of the 
Western Front; in Britain the ill- 
treatment of conscientious objectors 
was at its height, hatred and in- 
tolerance were sowing the seeds 
of a later war. 


The manuscript recently came to 
light in the offices of the Women’s 
International League (Australian 
Section) in Victoria, New South 
Wales. The writer, Mrs. M. L. 
Drummond is today still an active 
member of the League. 


hearing of the bloodshed at Manches- 
ter in 1819, when the people met to 
tell of their grievances and were shot 
down in numbers, he advocated non- 
resistance. He tells the people to as- 
semble, but not to resist force by 
force. 

“Stand ye calm and resolute, 

Like a forest close and mute; 

With folded arms, and looks which are 

Weapons of unvanquished war.” 

But here, people are struggling for 
something, though not using physical 
force. There is one thing that paci- 
fism does not mean, and that is going 
to sleep, taking it easy, allowing mili- 
tarism to have all its own way. What 
is this militarism that it should ruile 
the earth? Who gave it its power? 
Why should pacifists be expected to 
sing small and apologise for their 
faith? We must rid ourselves of these 
old ideas that militarism is a glorious 
and a grand thing, and pacifism its 
inferior. Courage, self-sacrifice, true 
greatness and a victory over our 
lower passions—these are some of the 
virtues that can be exercised by put- 
ting into practice the teachings of 
pacifism. 


Angry pacifists 


Of course, there are many pacifists 
who are not able to rise to these 
heights, and people point a finger of 
scorn when, at a peace meeting, angry 
or bitter things are said. But are we 
to wait till we are perfect before we 
join together to try to bring about 
great reforms? It would indeed be a 
sad day if only angelic persons could 
constitute a forward movement. 

Pacifism is a word to conjure with. 
It produces strange phenomena. The 
word “ pacifism”? when spoken to a 
militarist is a red rag to a bull. It 
causes strong men to turn pale and 
strong women to turn purple. Paci- 
fism is a word which loses us our 
friends and makes us many enemies. 
One day some people were talking 
about a woman who rather bored 
them, when I said , “I teld her I was 
an advocate of pacifism ‘and she has 
never spoken to me since.” There 
were wild shrieks as one exclaimed, 
“That is the only useful purpose I 
have ever heard pacifism serve! ane 


But this is a really big thing. It 
means such a _ revolution, such a 
triumph of the spirit over the flesh, 
such a fight against thé customs of 
ages, such a demand upon our reason-~- 
ing faculties, such forgiveness of our 
enemies, such. calm judgment and re- 
cognition of our own imperfections, 
that we cannot expect it to come in a 
day. The great hope now is that the 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


REGENT SQUARE Presbyterian 


ien; all modern comforts. A. and K. 


ACCOMMODATION 


ORN in the present century 
in Enfield, Grace Beaton 
was ‘educated at the County 
School and took her first job at 
the Society of Friends. After a 
few years she was compelled to 
relinquish her position with the 
Quakers owing to an attack of 
rheumatic fever. Following‘a 
long illness she grew weary of 
having little to do, bought a 
typewriter and began to help a 
few friends. 


Tihs was in 1925, just after the 
first International Conference of the 
War Resisters’ International. Run- 
ham Brown’s typist, who formed the 
complete staff of the International 
in those days, was shortly to leave 


and it was then that the tapping of 
Grace Beaton’s bedside typewriter was 
heard and she was invited to come 
and assist Runham Brown. From 
that date onwards she has never had 
any spare time. . 


Her first pieee of work for the In- 
ternational was the preparation of an 
International Anti-Conscription Mani- 
festo in 1926. It was a huge task 
carried out most brilliantly. A re- 
markable number of prominent 
figures throughout the world signed 
that Manifesto and it brought great 
publicity to the International itself. 


Shortly afterwards, Grace Beaton 
moved just over the frontier from 
the County of Middlesex to the 
County of London, quite close to 11, 
Abbey Road. The two houses were 


IN 
JAMAICA 
Too 


A S a result of the inability of 
* U.S. military authorities to 
retain bases in Panama, consi- 
derably augmented defence 
forces and. installations are 
scheduled for Trinidad and 
Jamaica. It is anticipated that 
the number of men stationed at 
Vernam Field in Jamagta may be 
trebled, temporary buildings re- 
placed by more adequate perma- 
nent structures, and a four-lane 
highway built from the base to 
the city of Kingston._-WP. 


a 


people are starting to think about this 
thing. All the efforts in the past have 
been made by Czars and Dukes and 
diplomats, and such grand persons—it 
is only in the last hundred years that 
the people have formed peace societies 
and kindred organisations which point 
to something better than war. A sol- 
dier met me and IJ was giving him my 
views of war, and he said, “ You seem 
to have plenty of fight left in you.” 
“ Yes,” I said, “I haven’t been a paci- 
fist for the last three years for 
nothing! ” 


MABEL L., DRUMMOND. 


SEPTEMBER’S SCORE: 31 
Thirty-one new signatories were 
received by the Peace Pledge Union | 

during the month of September. 
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GRACE M, BEATON 


linked up to form joint offices for the 
International. 


In 1932 Grace made her Maiden 
Speech at the Annual Meeting of the 
British Section, and in 1933 ceased to 
be sole typist and was made General 
Secretary of the Movement, a post 
which she has held ever since, in 
spite of her frail constitution, with 
conspicuous ability and devotion. So 
perfectly has everything been organ- 
ised that, when on the day of the 
International Conference in 1934 she 
was carried into hospital! it was still 
possible to go through with the Con- 
ference without a hitch. After an 
operation .and considerable suffering, 


—-—-->--—— | Grace Beaton got back, to work again. 


She has travelled considerably in 
Europe. Her most remarkable jour- 
neys were those made first to Berlin 
and then to Vienna just after the 
Nazis had over-run Austria. Run- 
harh Brown was known to be on Hit- 
ler’s black-list and it. was therefore 
considered dangerous for him to visit 
any of our people there. Grace 
volunteered to go and there visited 
one of our helpers in the offices of the 
Gestapo. Her visit and her subse- 
quent work made it possible for large 
numbers of our friends to be got out 
of concentration camps and brought 
to England, and afterwards settled in 
various countries of the world, 


The story of Grace Beaton’s activi- 
ties in recent years is the record of 
the work of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. 


Words of Peace - No. 248 
COMPASSION! 


There are two kinds of pity, one, the 
weak and sentimental kind, which is 
really no more than the heart’s im- 
patience to be rid as quickly as pos- 
sible of the painful emotion aroused 
by the sight of another’s unhappiness, 
that pity which is not compassion, but 
only an instinctive desire to fortify 
one’s own soulgagainst the sufferings 
of another; and, the other, the only 
kind that counts, the unsentimental 
but ereative kind, which knows what 
it is about and is determined to hold 
out in patience and forbearance to the 
very limit of its strength and even 
beyond. 


Stephan Zweig. 
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MANY German pacifists and sym- 
vathisers would value English speak- 
ing pen friends in this and other 
countries. Interested readers are 
asked to send name, address and age 
to The Manager, Peace News, 3, 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 
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Can Atomic Energy Control ever be achieved ? 


Nothing else. Probably it has never 
occurred to, the Field-Marsnal that 
there are any other considerations. 
Yet how are his conscripts going to 
employ themselves in Germany, Aus- 
tria, etc? There is no reference to 
bird-watching or butterfly-chasing in 
this, his latest, pronouncement. Per- 
haps we may gain some idea from 
the report of the Free Church Federal 
Council, With Our Boys in Germany 
(Federal Council, 7d.). Last week 
The Friend quoted some instructive 
sentences from this document. The 


following. will.do to be going on with: 
“ Praophylactics are available to all, and 
it is estimated that 80 per cent. of the 
BAFO apply and are supplied with the 
same. |. If must not be assumed that all 
wha obtain them use them. We heard of 
one instance where the N€OQ_ respons‘?le, 
when asked for a prophylactic by one man, 
handed the packets to all the men who 
happened to be in the room at the time. . . 
One doctor gave it as his opinion, after 


eareful investigation, that promiscuous inter- 


eourse was indulged in by anything from 
50 to 80 per cent. of the Forces. 


“The report,” observes The Friend, 
“contains no word about the crime 
of sending youths abroad into such 
conditions. The Churches. pray 
‘Lead us not into temptation,’ but on 
the plea of national and: military 
necessity they consent to the thrust- 
ing of the new generation into the 
very midst of temptation.” We com- 
mend its further comments to the 
notice, not only of Churchmen, but 
of ‘the parents of Montgomery’s 


.-. and the Devil 


ESPITE" his inherited biographi- 

cal flair, it must be some time 
since the Field-Marshal perused_his 
grandfather’s immortal work, Hrie, 
er Little by Little: It is to be noted 
that he himself does not regard per- 
manent military conscription as even 
Quite the 
contrary! It is something positively 
good, if not indeed the Supreme 
Good. It ensures an “ outflow of dis- 
ciplined men into civil life... people 
who are used to obeying orders.” 
Heil Hitler! 

We owe Montgomery a vote of 
thanks for his candour. I would re- 
commend the No Conscription Council 
to lose no time in reprinting his ad- 
dress as a leaflet. The mission of 
the military to stamp out the spirit 
of democracy and substitute one of 
unquestioning obedience, to corrupt 
and debauch the youth of Britain, to 
turn the British into a nation of 
dirty little yes-men goose-stepping to 
the blare of “ Onward Christian Sol 
diers,” was never more perfectly or 
more shamelessly exhibited. 


Price of re-armament 


THE Friend, as was fitting, pointed 
out the moral price to be paid for 
rearmament; other papers have not 
been slow to stress the economic. 
No-one, says Tribune, ‘“ would be fool 
enough to imagine that a rearma- 
ment programme can be conducted 
without injuring the nation’s delicate 
economic prospects.” The New 
Statesman is still more emphatic: 
“To rearm’ and recover simultane- 
ously is a task ‘plainly ~ beyond 
Western. Europe’s power—at all 
events without Amerisan assistance 
on a scale far beyond anything so far 
contemplated under the Marshall 
Plan.” Only The Economist dares to 
breathe the words “ Lend-Lease,” but 
it does not enauire how long America 
either could or would sustain Lend- 
lease on top of ERP. 

Europe, Great Britain included, is 
heading for an economic breakdown 
incommensurable with anything in 
the past. Whether that breakdown 


WAR ’— WE SAY NO 


a meeting at 


KINGSWAY HALL 


London, W.C.1. 
on 
Friday, Oct. 15 at 7.30 p.m. 


SPEAKERS: 
Sybil Morrison 


and 
Rhys Davies, M.P. 
Chair: Lord Faringdon 
London Area of the PPU 


. f 


at £1 from ‘ Gratéful.”’ 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


comes through war or preparation for 
war, the result will be much the same. 
The moral, resourdes of the democ- 
racies, already depleted by six years 
of carnage, and fuwrthes sapped by 
military indoctrination, will be 
strained beyond breaking-point. The 
outcome will be world-wide dictator- 
ship. 


Racial dictatorship 


JF the breakdown came sooner than 

war, the dictatorship would prob- 
ably be Communist; if it came as the 
result of war, ‘it might well merit the 
name of Nazi.” For this much at 
least is certain: a war fought with 
Soviet Russia would be largely a 
racial war. Not only in South-East 
Asia, but throughout the African 


Colonies, sympathy with Russia is 
on the up-grade. 
Tha Labour Government, in its 


short term of office, has shown itself 
s\rprisingly aware of the needs of 
the African native: an awareness en- 
couragingly reflected in the Colonial 
Conference now in progress. But it 
has years of neglect to atone for, on 
the part of British Imperialists. 
Whoever has spoken to educated 
Negroes—and there are many in 
London these days—knows how deep 
and strong is the resentment ac- 
cumulated wherever the coloud bar 
has been in force. ‘ 

The beneficent intentions of the 
Government will not be made any 
easier by the well-staffed Soviet 
legation recently established in Abys- 
sinia. By far its most redoubtable 
enemy, however, is the Nationalist 
regime in South Africa. Under the 
heading “Nazifying South Africa,” 
The New Statesman last -week-end 
caried a truly horrifying indictment 
of current Malanist policy. Not con- 
tent with outlawing native trade 
unions and debarring the native popu- 
lation from participation in Unem- 
ployment Insurance, the Nationalists 
are now taking steps towards the 
complete disenfranchisement of all 
colovred residents in the Union. Both 
this and the Hitlerian propaganda 
with which the policy is accompanied 
show how superficial.is the veneer of 
democracy when the poison of race- 
hatred has igen stirred up. 


Castle in Spain 


MPHE Chairman of the United States 

" Senate Armed Forces Committee, 
with a party of American brasshats, 
has recently been visiting Spain. 
According to The Manchester Guar- 
dian (October 1), Senator Chan 
Gurney was mightily struck with 
what he saw. “I was tremendously 
impressed,” he reported afterwards, 
“by General Franco’s pride in ‘the 
Spanish people and his faith in 
Spain’s military power . . . Spain re- 
presents an oasis of true peace in a 
troubled Europe.” 

For: the light it throws on what an 
American militarist understands by 
“true peace” that statement’ is 
worthy of note. Clearly a universal 
Fascist dictatorship would hold no 
terrors for him. It is still more in- 
teresting for the confirmation it offers 
of a theory long bruited abroad, that 
the American US High Cammand re- 
gards Spain, along with Britain, as 
the most reliable base in Europe for 
American long-range bombers. 

Says Jon Kimche, ‘in Reynolds 
News (October 3):—. > 


“The U.S. Chiefs of Staff have come to 
the conclusion that Europe’s main defence 
positions are to_be the Spanish Peninsula 
and the British Isles. In case of war with 
Russia, the whole of Germany, the Benelux: 
countries, and France would have to be 
abandoned to the invading Red Army dur- 
ing the first onrush,’’ 


He adds drily that this prospect 
makes | little appeal to the French. 
“ Belgium, Holland .and, above all, 
France, dislike a plan which fozesees 
their countries first occupied and 
then made into battlefields.” Prob- 
ably the same dislike was’ responsible 
for General de Gaulle’s outburst last 
Friday: “Europe must be defended 
from Europe, not from London,” 


| Egyestlete, gave a moving account of 


Th fact is, of course, that Europe 
cannot be defended from Europe: it 
ean only be defended from Washing- 
ton: and to be defended from Wash- 
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‘would continue to be eitizens of their 


ington means not to be defended at 
all. “The battlefields, France and 
Benelux, will be no wofse off than the 
bases, Britain and Spain. 

That is, when Russia has the atom. 


Early war ? 


BXROM the standpoint of Western 
milhtarism, the-case for an early 
war with Russia must be overwhelm- 
ing. It is hard to avoid the impres- 
sion that UNO was intended to 
witness a preliminary break between 
the blocks. 
has arisen, in the shape of fresh pro- 
posals from Vyshinsky and Stalin. 

The problem set by these proposals 
is certainly a thorny one. The 
Russians, if they want to play for 
time, can prolong negotiations for 
ever; the Western Powers cannot re- 
iect them without seeming to put 
themselves in the wrong. 

The Berlin dispute is comparatively 
trivial. 
vrestige: for the German Magistrat 
itself is less anxious to receive the 
support of the West than the West is 
eager to bestow it: has it not called 
for a Four Power withdrawal? The 
world at Jarge would have little en- 
thusiasm for a conflict over “ rights ” 
in Berlin. 

But with the Control of Atomic 
Energy evervbody is concerned. It 
was evidently unon this that the 
Western Powers had hoped to mobi- 
lise world opinion against the Soviet 
Isolationists. Mr. Vyshinsky, by his 
new initiative. has made that some- 
what more difficult. On the surface, 
his prwosal for two simultaneous! 
conventions is reasonable and _even 
attractive. 

On the surface. But it is hard in- 
deed to see how control can ever be 
established, so long as the Communist 
theoreticians cleave to their materi- 
alist dogma that “impartiality” is 
humanly impossible. Mr. Manuil- 
sky’s reply to M. Ramadier last Mon- 
day was a revelation. Surely, M. 
Ramadier had said, enough men of 
good will could be found to adminis- 
ter the world’s atomic resources with- 
out discriminating against any one 
nation? He would rather have his. 
hands cut off, retorted Mr. Manuil- 
sky, than put his trust in men he had 
reason to suspect of being the agents 
of “ powerful monoplies.” 

Agents of powerful monoplies: into 
that category fall, by definition, all 
who deviate from the Party Line. I 
am afraid that even we should be in- 
cluded if, as I have sometimes 
dreamed, it were proposed that con- 
trol of atomic energy be vested in the 
War Resisters’ International. 


Budapest meeting honours 


Rosika Schwimmer 
From a Budapest Correspondent 


N Sept. 23 the Hungarian Fem- 
inist Organisation held an over- 
flow meeting in Budapest in memory 
of Rosikg Schwimmer, one of the 
leading candidates for the 1948 Nobel 
Peace Prize, who died suddenly in 
New York on Aug. 3. ; 
The occasion was unique in that 
women leaders from the variqus pro- 
gressive and political Parties, includ- 
ing leading women of the Communist 
Party, despite their differing views, 
united in paying homage to her life- 
long work for peace and _ political 
freedom. 
Mrs. Irma Szirmay, 80-year-old 
chairman of the Board of Feministak 


Rosika Schwimmer’s, life-long inter- 
national struggle for social and 
political reform and her heroic at- 
tempts to organise a neutral confer- 
ence to-offer mediation in the’ first 
World War. 

Especially present for the memor- 
ial meeting were Franciska Sehwim- 
mer, Rosika Schwimmer’s _ sister, 
companion in exile and co-worker, 
and Edith Wynner, her assistant, who 
had come to Hungary from Luxem- 
urg where they attended the second 
international Congress of the World 
Movement for World Federal Gov- 
ernment. 

Miss Wynner described Rosika 
Schwimmer’s pioneer effort in organ- 
ising international support for the 
creation of world federal government, 
universal in membership, of demo- 
cratic structure, and with its world 
laws enforceable on individuals who 


respective nations. 
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WAR-WE SAY NO_ 
Next Week is 
PPU Peace Week 


URING next week, PPU Peate 

Week, thousands of new leaflets 
will be distributed throughout Brita 
calling on the people to give sera 
thought to the policy outhned by FT 
Peace Pledge Union at their National” 
Council Meeting on Sept. 26, ant) 
printed in Peace News last week. 
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CENTRAL LONDON: Individual _ post? 
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the Kingsway Hall Meeting on Oct. 15 
7.30 p.m. 
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COVENTRY: Posters Heing displayed. ” 
EDMONTON: Open-air meeting an Weim) 
day, Oct. 13. 
EDINBURGH: Open-air meeting - 5 asunedl 
GLASGOW: Public meeting ta be addre® 
by Sybil Morrison on Oct. 11. ata 
HOLMTHORPE: Posters being displayed: 
HULL: Posters being displayed. 
IPSWICH: Public meeting Oct. 12. 
Duke of Bedford. sda | 
LEEDS: Public lunch hour meetingg oui) 
Town Hall opposite the Police Statiom 
Monday, Oct. 11. ae 
LEYTONSTONE & WANSTEAD: \Ru.) 
Y 


Peace NewH y— 


Ter nag 


speak | til yi) 


meeting in Friends Meeting House, 
stead, 


LIVERPOOL: Posters being displayed. | 
LOUGHTON: Leaflet distribution.’ We | 


LUTON: Posters being displayed. dp 
meeting Wednesday, Oct. 13, at Eriat 
Meeting House. Speaker Tony pial T V, 
Editor, the Australian Peacemaker. ‘ sr 
MILL HILL: Peace News selling. yd Wwol 
NEWCASTLE: Posters being displayedijus 1% 
open-air meetings: public meeting; iertd { Seen 


News strzet selling; leaflet distributiok. Orn 
Press publicity.. ’ re: aj 


NOTTINGHAM: Open-air meeting. 1 

OXFORD: Peace News gelling. = che iferes 

PLYMOUTH: Thursday, Oct. 14, at Swit, aris, 
more Settlement. Speaker: Miss Kate oF afe De 
rell and'Chas. R. W. Slatter. : Rot he 

SHEFFIELD: Public meeting. ‘’ Niet 

SKIPTON: Peace News selling. ‘ 


4 London 
STOKE NEWINGTON: Open-air meeting ® fe thi 


Ve 


leaflet’ distribution. Me Mhister 
SWINTON, Lanes: Posters being display! aft ‘hai Oy 
WATFORD: Peace News selling and le) table 
distribution. 3 “isis fo 


WOODSMOOR, Cheshire: Peace News sell the Thi 


and leaflet distribution. aft 
WYTHENSHAWE, Cheshire: Peace N® | W0re re 
selling and leaflet distribution. UNO, 

t 

PAMPHLETS & POSTERS! j thrall,” 
The following are some of the pan a he g 
phlets and leaflets available for #3 | ign’ wh 
tribution and obtainable from VM% hus: the 
Sheppard Hotse or Peace News) ies 
Blackstock Road, N.4. page 


‘ot | 
They are particularly suitable for 
distribution at Army recril all | co 
campaign meetings, which, it | 1 
readers are asked to cover, eit” 
individually or in groups. I 
War—We Say No. pint 


A restatement of the PPU Mirute bc 
on” the Government to abandon wal ae 


| MAL 


ch ma 


panetions and offering a constructive of f —as 
policy. a i 
PPU, Your Questions) Answered* : he” gen 
The PPU explained in Quizz form. rola 
The PPU and the WRI* oat Shectato 
The “Green” Jeaflet for distributio? Would hz 
Peace Railies and other meetings. ih uF 
This is your Choice. i yor | Berlir 
A reprint of the front page article aP ade ty 
ing in this week’s Peace: News. Ould dc 
A Speech the Press Ignored. Ni Ny 
A reprint of Rhys Davies’ speech i# +] ce th 
Porat ; Rant fi 
tom is Tragic Folly. | i 
Kathleen Lonsdale’s' ‘exposure of aut | fet ant 
ARP, ics. Eres 
POSTERS. el ts-fine 
A wide range is available, suitable. © popers, 
for Bill posting or for poster parade Ydtemp! 
* Obtainable free, others at, 15s, 10M J poptde, fi 
7 Bliabie 
: nce V3 
b TAltes fo 
) A \ Ss 
Hornsey Women’s Pea jf the “Cont 
th 
iy 


Council 


HE, Friends’ Meeting House, been 

Hill, was crowded on Monday eve 
reports the Hornsey Journal, when the 1 4@ RENC 
formed Women of Hornsey Peace Grows nes ds Live 
a public meetmg as part of their . 
Crusade.” fort sug 

Outlining how the Peace Group was 5 ch sug 

Mrs. Pugh-Morgan (joint secretary) 5#! 


it started in August with six members. idb 
day the Group was an energetic and my amg 
growing team with a keen committe” af 
backed: up by a band of canvassers 21% 
hundreds of supportets. vad 2 
A door-to-door canvass had been staZtl git 
everywhere they had gone they had p 
with eo-operation and sympathy. +" "pei 
Group hoped that women all ovel ould 
would start petitions and that they the 
the Government they would not all0™ cogs 
sons and husbands to, participate in # 
less and catastrophic war. ; ing! TM 
The principal speaker was 4 ler FS) 
ber of the Peace Pledge Union, ic to 
Morrison, who said that it was tTABl hy) @ 
that one group of politicians coum, Ww 
they were perfect and the other Bei ’ 
imperfect and the cause of all trow™e 
“It is time we women spoke UP. ba 
selves,” she said.“ Words must oy ig # 
up by deeds. We must take nd P# US 


futura war." s: £ i ; Be ey 

aD, aot By bh at st 
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Printing Co. Ltd. (T.U.), Loneet, n (CON’ 


